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After  recent  media  attent ion  to

cont inued  inequal i t ies  in  c iv i l  r ights

throughout  the  United  States ,  Wingate

Univers i ty  Bul ldogs  decided  to  take

matters  in to  the i r  own  hands .  Dur ing  the

Summer  2020  semester ,  in terested

facul ty ,  s ta f f ,  and  s tudents  jo ined

together  to  part ic ipate  in  the  Cultura l

Leadersh ip  In i t ia t i ve  (CLI ) ,  a  workshop

and  mentorsh ip  program  created  to

improve  knowledge  and  acceptance  of

d ivers i ty ,  equi ty ,  and  inc lus ion  (DEI )  on

Wingate ’s  campus .  

Students  were  in terv iewed  and  se lected

for  a  year - long  in ternsh ip  in  which  they ,

a long  with  the i r  facu l ty /s ta f f  mentors  and

the  Col laborat i ve  fo r  the  Common  Good

(CCG )  execut ive  board ,  would  work  on

promot ing  DEI  throughout  the  univers i ty .

The  Fa l l  2020  semester  was  a  t ime  fo r

format ion  –  gett ing  to  know  the i r

mentors  and  learn ing  more  about  DEI  on

and  of f  campus .  They  a lso  bra instormed

together  to  create  a  DEI -based  pro ject

which  would  be  implemented  in  the

Spr ing  2021  semester  to  help  move  the

DEI  needle  on  campus .

Four  s tudents  were  se lected  fo r  the

inaugera l  CLI  program ,  pav ing  the  way  fo r

future  Bul ldogs  to  cont inue  the  f ight  fo r

DEI .  The  fo l lowing  paper  presents  on  the

CLI  Student  exper ience ,  prov id ing  readers

wi th  ins ight  in to  the  program ,  the  f i r s t

round  of  s tudent  in terns ,  and  future

goals

A b o u t

" W E  A L L  H A V E  A  R O L E  A N D  P U R P O S E
I N  O U R  C O M M U N I T I E S .  T H E  C L I  W I L L
P R O V I D E  M E  W I T H  A  P O S I T I O N  O N
C A M P U S  T H A T  W I L L  H E L P  M E  C O M B A T
T H E  I S S U E S  A F F E C T I N G  T H E  W I N G A T E
C O M M U N I T Y  A N D  P R E V E N T I N G
W I N G A T E  F R O M  F E E L I N G  L I K E
H O M E . . . "  C L I  I N T E R N

Join us in celebrating the end of our
inaugural Cultural Leadership Initiative (CLI)
– see what our student interns did, and how
their courageous conversations and other

projects are making a difference! 
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W h e r e  W e  S t a r t e d

H i g h l y  m o t i v a t e d  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e
o r g a n i z a t i o n ’ s  m i s s i o n
P a s s i o n  f o r  b u i l d i n g  n e t w o r k s  o f  a l l i e s  t h r o u g h  w o r k i n g  w i t h  f e l l o w  s t u d e n t s ,  a s
w e l l  a s  f a c u l t y  a n d  s t a f f  m e n t o r s
G o a l s  o f  p r o m o t i n g  e q u i t y ,  d i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  i n c l u s i o n  o n  W i n g a t e ’ s  c a m p u s

U n d e r g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  a s  a  C L I  S t u d e n t  I n t e r n  c o m p l e t e d
a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  u n d e r w e n t  a n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  t h e  C C G
E x e c u t i v e  B o a r d  p r i o r  t o  b e i n g  s e l e c t e d .  S t u d e n t s  w e r e  c h o s e n  b a s e d  o n  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s
l e a d e r s h i p  e x p e r i e n c e ;  G P A  a n d  g e n e r a l  a c a d e m i c  s t a n d i n g ;  a n d  a b i l i t y  t o  c o m p l e t e
t h e  f e l l o w s h i p  w h i l e  a t t e n d i n g — a n d  s u c c e e d i n g  i n — t h e i r  c l a s s e s .  R e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n c l u d e d :

 

Calling for Courage

P a r t i c i p a t e  i n  w e e k l y  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h
f a c u l t y / s t a f f / a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  m e n t o r
A t t e n d  b i - m o n t h l y  m e e t i n g s / w o r k s h o p s  h e l d  b y
t h e  C C G  E x e c u t i v e  B o a r d  a n d  c o m p l e t e  a l l
a s s i g n m e n t s  
P l a n  a  D E I  p r o j e c t  f o r  a p p r o v a l  d u r i n g  t h e  F a l l
s e m e s t e r ;  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  p r o j e c t  d u r i n g  t h e
S p r i n g  s e m e s t e r
P r e s e n t  o n  e x p e r i e n c e s  a s  a  C L I  I n t e r n  a n d  h o s t
c o u r a g e o u s  c o n v e r s a t i o n s / e v e n t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
g r e a t e r  W i n g a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  c o m m u n i t y  

T h e  i n t e r n s h i p  p r o g r a m  w o u l d  s p a n  t h e  a c a d e m i c
y e a r ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e x p e c t a t i o n s :  
A t t e n d  a  t w o - d a y  C u l t u r a l  L e a d e r s h i p  I n i t i a t i v e  ( C L I )
R e t r e a t  a t  S o u t h e r n  8 t h s  F a r m s

h o w  w e  d e s i g n e d  i t
"Finding my purpose and
voice in my own
community is a challenge I
am facing currently. I wish
to provide a welcoming
and inclusive environment
that will help provide
support to vulnerable or
marginalized students.
Being a CLI intern and
working in a dedicated and
positive work space will
also provide an
environment in which I can
grow into a more active
community neighbor. .." 
CLI Intern



R a n i a  B a d r a n
Z y o i n  B o g e r
G a b b y  E r a z o
S o m y a  D e S i l v a

F o u r  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1  C L I  S t u d e n t  I n t e r n s  w e r e  c h o s e n  a f t e r
s t r o n g  i n t e r v i e w s :
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O u r  I n a u g u r a l  C L I  I n t e r n s

" T H E  S K I L L S  A N D  K N O W L E D G E  I  W O U L D  A C Q U I R E
F R O M  T H I S  O P P O R T U N I T Y  W I L L  B E N E F I T  M E  B O T H
P E R S O N A L L Y  A N D  P R O F E S S I O N A L L Y . . . "  C L I  I N T E R N
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W h a t  W a s  A c c o m p l i s h e d
G E T  T O  K N O W  T H E M  –  A N D  T H E I R  P R O J E C T S  –  B E L O W !  

N a m e :  R a n i a  B a d r a n
M a j o r :  B i o l o g y
M e n t o r :  D r .  P a i g e  R a w s o n  –  R e l i g i o n

R a n i a ’ s  p r o j e c t ,  " C o u r a g e o u s
C o n v e r s a t i o n s , "  a l l o w e d  s t u d e n t s ,
f a c u l t y ,  s t a f f ,  a n d  a l u m n i  t o  b e  a b l e
t o  s h a r e  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s
i n  L y c e u m  g r o u p  s e t t i n g s  w h e r e  o t h e r s
a r e  a l s o  a b l e  t o  l i s t e n  a n d  l e a r n  f r o m
e a c h  o t h e r .  H e r  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  h a d
m a s s i v e  t u r n o u t s ,  w i t h  a p p r o x i m a t e l y
1 0 0  a t t e n d e e s  a t  e a c h  e v e n t ,  a n d
w o n d e r f u l l y  p o s i t i v e  f e e d b a c k  f r o m
t h o s e  w h o  p a r t i c i p a t e d !  

N a m e :  Z y o i n  B o g e r
M a j o r :  M a n a g e m e n t
M e n t o r :  D r .  C h e l s e a  K a u f m a n  –
P o l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e

Z y o i n  B o g e r  s o u g h t  t o  p r o m o t e
d i v e r s i t y  a n d  s e l f - e x p r e s s i o n  t h r o u g h
t h e  u s e  o f  a r t .  H e  w o r k e d  w i t h
d i f f e r e n t  m u l t i - c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o n  c a m p u s  t o  c r e a t e
b a n n e r s  t h a t  w i l l  b e  h u n g  a r o u n d
c a m p u s ,  a l l o w i n g  s t u d e n t s  o f  d i f f e r e n t
b a c k g r o u n d s  t o  c o n n e c t  o n  a  d e e p e r
l e v e l  t h r o u g h  a  c r e a t i v e ,  a r t i s t i c  w a y .
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W h a t  W a s  A c c o m p l i s h e d

N a m e :  G a b r i e l a  E r a z o
M a j o r :  S o c i o l o g y
M e n t o r :  D r .  N a ’ T a s h a  S c h i l l e r  –  B i o l o g y

G a b b y  w o r k e d  t o  g a i n  a  b e t t e r
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  n e e d s  o f  o u r  W i n g a t e
B u l l d o g s  b y  p r o v i d i n g  a  w a y  t o  s u b m i t
a n o n y m o u s  f e e d b a c k  o n  c a m p u s .  S h e
d e c o r a t e d  d r o p b o x e s  t o  b e  i n s t a l l e d
a r o u n d  c a m p u s ,  w h i c h  s h e  h o p e s  w i l l
p r o v i d e  a  s a f e  s p a c e  f o r  o u r  c a m p u s
c o m m u n i t y  t o  t e l l  t h e i r  s t o r i e s .  S h e  i s
e x c i t e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a  p l a t f o r m  f o r  B u l l d o g
v o i c e s ,  p o t e n t i a l l y  t h r o u g h  a  p o d c a s t
f o r m a t ,  s o  t h e s e  v o i c e s  a r e  h e a r d .

N a m e :  S o m y a  D e s i l v a
M a j o r :  N u r s i n g
M e n t o r :  M a r t a  F a l c o n  –  A R C

S o m y a ’ s  p r o j e c t  i n v o l v e d  a  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h
t h e  c a m p u s  B i a s  A c t i o n  T e a m  ( B A T ) ,  f o r
w h i c h  s h e  c r e a t e d  f l y e r s  e m p o w e r i n g
s t u d e n t s  t o  r e p o r t  i n s t a n c e s  o f  b i a s  o n
c a m p u s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  S o m y a  w o r k e d  h a r d  t o
c r e a t e  b i a s  r e p o r t  t r a i n i n g  f o r  R S O s  i n  o r d e r
f o r  t h e m  t o  s e r v e  a s  a d v o c a t e s  f o r  a l l
s t u d e n t s .

" M y  d r e a m  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  t o  p r o m o t e  i n c l u s i v i t y
i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  b e y o n d  a c a d e m i c s  i n  o r d e r  t o  e n s u r e
t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  a l l  b a c k g r o u n d s  ( i n  t h e

g e n e r a l  c l a s s r o o m  a n d  i n  t h e  N u r s i n g  p r o g r a m ) "
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A r t i f a c t s
D E I  -  B R O U G H T  T O  L I F E  O N  O U R  C A M P U S

" T H E  P R O J E C T S  T H A T  W I L L  B E  I N I T I A T E D  B Y  C L I  W I L L  A L L O W  M E  T O  S E E  M Y
N E I G H B O R S  F R O M  D I F F E R E N T  P E R S P E C T I V E S  A N D  H O P E F U L L Y  I M P A C T  T H E

P E R S P E C T I V E S  O F  O T H E R S  I N  A  P O S I T I V E  D I R E C T I O N  . . . "  C L I  I N T E R N

A R C  R E S O U R C E S  V I D E O  &  S U R V E Y

B I A S  R E P O R T I N G  T R A I N I N G  F O R
M U L T I C U L T U R A L  R S O S

S U R V E Y  C U R R E N T  N U R S I N G
J U N I O R S  A B O U T  I N T E R E S T  I N
M E N T O R I N G

F L Y E R  T O  A C C E S S  B I A S  I N C I D E N T
R E P O R T  ( Q R  C O D E )

A R C  R E S O U R C E S  V I D E O  &  S U R V E Y

F L Y E R  F O R  S A F E  S P A C E  B O X

P U R C H A S E  &  D E C O R A T I O N  O F  S A F E
S P A C E  B O X E S

3  C O U R A G E O U S  C O V E R S A T I O N S
L Y C E U M S  

7  C R E A T I V E  P O S T E R S
R E P R E S E N T I N G  D I V E R S E  S T U D E N T
G R O U P S  O N  C A M P U S



C L I  F e e d b a c k

F i n i s h i n g  o u t  t h e i r  y e a r - l o n g  i n t e r n s h i p s ,  t h e  C L I
S t u d e n t  I n t e r n s  h a d  m u c h  t o  s a y  a b o u t  t h e i r
c o n c l u s i o n s :

W h a t  w a s  y o u r  f a v o r i t e  p a r t ( s )  o f  t h e  C L I
e x p e r i e n c e ?

“ M y  f a v o r i t e  p a r t  w a s  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  i n t e r a c t  w i t h
d i f f e r e n t  i n d i v i d u a l s  a b o u t  D E I  o n  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s .
M e a n i n g ,  I  w a s  a b l e  t o  d i r e c t l y  i n t e r a c t  w i t h
s t u d e n t s ,  b u t  a l s o  f a c u l t y  a n d  s t a f f ,  h o p e f u l l y
s p a r k i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  l e a r n i n g  m o r e  o r  c a r i n g  m o r e
a b o u t  D E I . ”

“ W o r k i n g  w i t h  a w e s o m e  p e o p l e  w h o  a l s o  w a n t  t o  m a k e
a  p o s i t i v e  c h a n g e  a n d  i m p a c t  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s . ”

I f  a  s t u d e n t  a s k e d  y o u  w h a t  y o u r  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a
C L I  i n t e r n  w a s  l i k e ,  w h a t  w o u l d  y o u  t e l l  t h e m ?

“ I  w o u l d  s a y  t h a t  i t  w a s  a n  e y e  o p e n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e
t h a t  n o t  o n l y  a l l o w e d  m e  t o  p r o m o t e  D E I  o n  o u r
c a m p u s ,  b u t  a l s o  w o r k  t o w a r d s  b e l i e v i n g  i n  m y  o w n
a b i l i t i e s  t h e n  a c t i n g  o n  t h e m . ”

H o w  c a n  y o u  u s e  w h a t  y o u  l e a r n e d  a s  a  C L I  i n t e r n
t o  w o r k  t o w a r d  y o u r  g o a l s ?

“ A s  a  C L I ,  I  l e a r n e d  a  l o t  a b o u t  w o r k i n g  w i t h  o t h e r s  t o
a c c o m p l i s h  a  m a i n  g o a l .  I  l e a r n e d  t h a t  w o r k i n g  a s  a
t e a m  c a n  r e a l l y  p u s h  a  p r o j e c t  f o r w a r d  w h e n  w e  w o r k
t o w a r d s  a  c o m m o n  g o a l .  T h i s  i s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  c a n  b e
a p p l i e d  i n  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  l i f e .  W h e n e v e r  I  h a v e
s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  I  b e l i e v e  w o u l d  b e  b e n e f i c i a l ,  I  n o w
h a v e  t h e  s k i l l s  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  p r o j e c t s  w i t h  o t h e r s  a n d
e n s u r e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y . ”



T h e  C C G  E x e c u t i v e  B o a r d  i s  e x c i t e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h i s  t r a d i t i o n
g o i n g  f o r w a r d  –  r e v a m p i n g  s o m e  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  a d d i n g  i n  t h e
o p t i o n  o f  p e e r  m e n t o r s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  f a c u l t y / s t a f f / a d m i n i s t r a t i v e
o n e s .  S t a y  t u n e d  f o r  m o r e  e x c e l l e n t  w o r k  b y  C L I  S t u d e n t
I n t e r n s  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e !  

T h e  C o l l a b o r a t i v e  f o r  t h e  C o m m o n  G o o d  E x e c u t i v e  B o a r d  w i s h e s
t o  t h a n k  R a n i a  B a d r a n ,  Z y o i n  B o g e r ,  G a b b y  E r a z o ,  S o m y a
D e s i l v a ,  P a i g e  R a w s o n ,  C h e l s e a  K a u f m a n ,  N a ’ T a s h a  S c h i l l e r ,  a n d
M a r t a  F a l c o n  f o r  t h e i r  a m a z i n g  w o r k  a n d  m e n t o r s h i p  o n  t h e s e
p r o j e c t s .  
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L o o k i n g  F o r w a r d

thank you!



G o t  a n y
Q u e s t i o n s ?
DON 'T  BE  SHY !  E -MAIL  US  AT

CCG@WINGATE .EDU

C L I  P R O G R A M  R E P O R T
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